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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine entitled Pirate 40 is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

Pirate 40 is a magazine comprising six photostories of explicit sexual activity, and 
some advertisements for the publication. The photographs depict combinations of 
males and females. All photographs are either of a sexual nature or support 
photographs that are of a sexual nature. Production standards are very high, and the 
depictions are extremely clear. The publication depicts a number of close up 
photographs of explicit sexual activity in which the focus is on the genitals. The focus 
is on the females. The photostories are accompanied by a small amount of text about 
the sequence of events and sexual activity taking place. 

The magazine has been given this classification because of the manner in which it 
presents sexually explicit activity involving two sisters, and a number of strong 
degrading, dehumanising and demeaning elements. The first aspect of the 
classification involves a one page story describing sexual activity involving two sisters 
superimposed over a photograph (albeit in faded tones) of a female having anal 
intercourse with a male and licking the tongue of a second female. The story 
encourages the reader to be sexually aroused by notions of siblings having sex with 
each other and with a male. The second aspect of the classification revolves around 
the large number of images in the magazine which focus on the genitals of the 
participants (including the image of a woman’s dilated anus) and ejaculation onto the 
faces of women. The close focus images in the photographs have the effect of 
presenting women as sexually available and reduces the female participants to a 
collection of orifices solely for the purpose of arousing the viewer. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) has been considered in 
determining a classification for Pirate 40. The rights and freedoms outlined in section 
14 of the NZBR Act do apply to this publication. However, the presence of a story 
describing sexually explicit activity involving two sisters and the strong degrading, 
dehumanising and demeaning elements aimed at sexually arousing the reader, are 
seen as a reasonable justification to make the magazine objectionable. 
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